National Coastal Data Development Center

Metadata or ‘the documentation of data’ makes data discoverable, usable and understandable.
NOAA’s National Coastal Data Development Center (NCDDC) provides metadata support and
training to coastal data managers to help them document their data using formal metadata processes
and to make their metadata available via the Internet.

NCDDC supports the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Content Standard for Digital
Geospatial Metadata (Version 2), the existing federal standard, and its approved Profiles and
Extensions. In addition, NCDDC is leading the current transition to International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) metadata by providing processes to transition to ISO standards, along with the
development of data-specific vocabularies and the facilitation of interoperability among diverse
metadata standards.

Metadata Training

+ Introduction to Geospatial Metadata - ISO 191** Metadata - This course presents the
concept, principles, and value of metadata utilizing the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) metadata. It provides the content and structure of the ISO 191** series
metadata in detail, along with methods for writing quality metadata.

* Transitioning from FGDC Metadata to ISO Metadata - This course presents the basics of
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) compliant metadata. The course provides
the content and structure of the ISO 191** series metadata in detail, along with methods for
transitioning to ISO from FGDC metadata.

* Introduction to Geospatial Metadata - FGDC CSDGM - This course presents the concept,
principles, and value of metadata; the content and structure of the FGDC Content
Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata (CSDGM); and methods for writing
quality metadata.

Metadata Enterprise Resource Management Aid (MERMAIid)

MERMAId is a legacy web-based tool developed by NCDDC, which allows the creation and management
of metadata in a secure environment using a web browser. Users can develop, validate, manage and
publish metadata in the FGDC CSDGM and the Biological, Shoreline and Remote Sensing Profiles.
Additionally, MERMAIid supports MARC record exports and transformations to ISO 19115-2 and ISO
19110 metadata to assist in the transition to ISO metadata.

For more information:

* Rost Parsons, Ph.D. (rost.parsons@noaa.gov)
* Please visit our web site: www.ncddc.noaa.gov/metadata-standards
* For training requests, please contact NCDDCMetadata@noaa.gov
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